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There is no Roman Catholic Church in our Parish. The nearest one serving this area is:
The Church of Our Lady of Fatima Staplefield, served by St. Paul’s ,Haywards Heath 450139
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MARCH / APRIL 2021 LETTER

As I walk down the High Street I pass the noticeboard at The Old Police House.
Dave has a notice pinned to the board:

Life’s not about waiting for the storm to pass;
1t’s about learning to dance in the rain.

In these times this is a great aspiration. Can we set aside our worries and
stresses and celebrate what is good in our lives?

For some of us in the villages this isn’t so hard - we have our pensions and our
partners. For others it will be dreadfully lonely. Still others will be cooped up
with others and wishing for some space and time to themselves. Some will be
out of work and finding it hard to provide for their families; others will be
mourning a lost one, maybe not able even to attend funerals.

Finding things in our lives to celebrate can be hard.

During the last year I’ve seen many acts of kindness and generosity, some small,
some extraordinary. It’s easy to be angry and resentful when we’re struggling,
to question whether others are behaving as they ought. Kindness and generosity
are the glue in society — they are the great underrated virtues. They needn’t be
huge gestures - small acts of kindness are wonderful things; they bless the
giver and the recipient.

So as Lent moves us towards Easter, give
up resentment, and be kind and generous.

Jon




Worshipping together?

How did you celebrate Christmas?

For many of us, worshipping in our churches is what makes Christmas special. The
initial closure and subsequent restrictions on communal worship must comprise the
main cause of distress to Christians at this time. Sitting by ourselves in front of a
screen with zoom may be an acceptable way around the restrictions, but it seems to
strip services of their emotion, - principally the fellowship we share in Jesus, - the
love and joy of community.

So here in Slaugham we decided to hold our major festival services out-of-doors,
starting with Harvest Festival on Staplefield Common. God was good to us and
blessed us with sunshine and little wind so that the band’s music did not blow
around the Green and the choir’s voices wafted beautifully over the congregation
and a good number of local people joined us whom we do not normally see.

Then came Remembrance Sunday, and we went for a similar arrangement and
were again blessed with similar weather and a similar congregational response, —
perhaps a little cold for some of our very elderly church members, but nevertheless
a very special service.

Then comes Christmas. So firstly, the Rector visited all the schools in our parish
and invited them to prepare a scene from the Christmas story to be presented in a
dedicated gazebo on the common. You can imagine how many parents came along
on this crisp and bright winter afternoon to sing carols and admire their children’s
excellent work: it was amazing! Then we had not one but two midnight
communion services in our churches so that all would-be worshippers could be
accommodated observing the regulations. Finally, we had gentle breezes but
overcast conditions for our main carol service, - until the sun blazed through the
crowd in all its evening splendour, just as the Rector started to speak. With the aid
of some loud-speakers everyone could be heard, despite a crowd that spread out all
over the recreation ground. ‘Hark, the Herald Angels’ was sung and played with
inspiring energy as we wended our joyful ways back to prepare for Christmas day
itself, - yet another sunny service outside. God was good to us and most worthy to
be praised.

So what about Easter? May we commend the outdoor solution as to how best to
praise our risen Saviour in a time of sickness! Very often, adversity brings the best
out in us and we were so pleased to be joined by people who may normally find
the interiors of our churches intimidating, feel welcome and able to join in. Praise
be to our risen Saviour!

Graham Reid



HANDCROSS HARDWARE

01444 400212 . Q

e

Serving the communl‘ry with fdirness
and equality

OPENtHAUS

Kitchen Design Specialists
t. 01293 511804

www.openhauskitchens.co.ul
The Old Chapel, Pease Pottage, RHII 9AW

SUSSEX
FOOT CENTRE

PODIATRY » CHIROPODY « FOOTWEAR

Corns
Callus

Thickened/
Ingrown Toenails

Verrucae
Palicemens Heel
Flantar Fasciitis
Achilles Tendinitis
Maortons Neuroma
Sports Injuries

+ Many More
We Provide High Quality

Chiropody & Podiatry to Mid Sussex

34 Sussex Road Haywards Heath RH16 4EA

01444 453874

www.sussexfootcentre.co.uk
Large Car Park - Disabled Access & Facilities

HIGH BEECHES

WOODLAND AND WATER GARDEN

Handcross Tel: 01444 400589 www highbeeches.com
“27 acres magically beautiful woodland and water garden”
Garden open 1.00 — 5.00pm (not Weds) 1* April to 31st Oct.
Some steep paths. Season tickets available.
Dogs on short leads admitted on Mondays.

TEA ROOM:- Tel. No. 01444 400550.
Open all year (not Weds.) from 11.00am to 4.45pm.
Cream Teas, Sunday Roast.

Please use the Garden Car Park.
High Beeches Gardens Conservation Trust a Registered Charity.




Church Services for March and April 2021
St.Mary’s Slaugham and St.Mark’s Staplefield

At the time of production of this magazine, the nation is still in lockdown.
Whilst there are positive signs of COVID cases reducing, we do not feel able, at
this time, to publicise definite plans for this year’s Holy Week services.
If government guidelines allow, we will look to celebrate Easter Sunday (4™ April)

outdoors to allow more people to be able to attend. Please keep an eye on our social
media pages, website, YouTube channel and weekly notice sheet for further

updates.

Currently, our usual pattern of services is as follows:-
Please book in advance if you would like to attend the services inside St.Mark’s,

Ist Sunday of month 10am St Mark’s
Staplefield
10.30am YouTube
2" 3" & 4™ Sundays 9am St Mark’s
Staplefield
10.30am YouTube
5" Sunday 9am YouTube
10.30am YouTube
Ist Tuesday of month 7.45 p.m. Zoom
Prayer Gathering

St. Mary’s or All Saints churches. Please contact the church office :
e.mail: slaugham@pbtinternet.com or telephone 01444 400221.

Our You Tube services can be found here:
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCBQOW4r1m39ixogQWR3Tx0A?

fbclid=IwAR2vLqbms971q9StSwn8qvgX vTF11-

tgOLV7280cVFCSBZE034WNbNHhc4

Or search for: United Benefice of St Mary's and St Mark's.

Continued on page 5
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Everyone is welcome to join us for a chat on Zoom after the YouTube services:-

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81415779955?
pwd=cTMOVGKk2SVIMU1U3cW53Y2FqeCtGZz09

Meeting ID: 814 1577 9955, Passcode: 243473

Prayer ministry is available after the 10.30 online services. The phone numbers of
two people will be in the weekly notice sheet and on the screen after the service,
and they will be available for an hour following the service, should you wish to
call them to talk and pray together.

(This is in addition to the Zoom coffee sessions.)

Warninglid School - New Premises

Warninglid Primary School will be relocating from our
present location in Slaugham Lane, Warninglid, to a

Instead of feeling sad about the closing of the school,
which has been in this location since Victorian times, we
want to celebrate by holding an open day in July 2021.
(Government guidelines allowing).

newly built school at Woodgate, Pease Pottage. WARNINGLID
SCHOOL

With this in mind, we ask if anyone with previous links to

the school, as a pupil, member of staff or Governor, would

like to share with us any memories and photographs you

have. This will serve as a wonderful reminder and memories of all our times at

Warninglid Primary School.

We will keep everyone informed of the date of our celebration and hope that as
many of you as possible will be able to join us.
Please get in touch with us by emailing: officeadmin@warninglidprimary.co.uk

Scam warning

Be aware that there is a particularly threatening telephone scam occurring at the
moment, where the message claims to be from HMRC and threatens arrest if the
call is not returned. It is not a genuine HMRC call.

HMRC urges people to check the government website if they think they might
have been approached by a scammer.
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Yew - by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust

Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ famed donkey ride into Jerusalem. Recreating
that palm-branch-strewn journey in Britain has been botanically challenging, since
palm trees don’t grow in our climate. Instead, churches gathered sprigs of native
yew to provide the ceremonial décor and in some areas, the Sunday before Easter
became known as Yew Sunday, and that’s why every churchyard has a yew.

Well, actually the yew’s churchyard connection is because yews are evergreen
and can miraculously regrow from a dead stump. The trees were planted as a
symbol of everlasting life and a reminder of the Easter resurrection, but, hold
up.... how come over 500 churchyard yews in England and Wales are older than
their churches? It must mean that the yews themselves were pagan places of
worship and the churches were built around them. Or they were planted on the
graves of plague victims to purify the dead. Or it could be something to do with
long bows. Or keeping the waiting congregation sheltered and dry each Sunday.
No-one seems sure where this association started but, whatever the reason, yews
look right at home in churchyards. Dark, dense and unmoving they solemnly
preside over the sad ceremonies held underneath their boughs and have seen
generations come and go. Every part of them is highly poisonous; their leaves,
their bark, their seeds. Only the fleshy red arils around the toxic seeds are
harmless, encouraging birds to feed on them and disperse the poisonous cargo
within.

Two rival British yews are advertised as the oldest living thing in Europe, at an
alleged 5,000 years old. Not many yews in Sussex can rival these great evergreen
grand-daddies. Most of our whipper-snappers are probably just a couple of
hundred years old. The problem is it’s hard to accurately age a yew, as they get
older, their blood red heart-wood rots, leaving them hollow inside and without
traditional growth rings. Its heart may no longer be in it but that won’t stop the
yew from growing.

One of the oldest yews in Sussex can be found in Stedham churchyard near
Midhurst. It’s estimated to be a mind-boggling 2,500 years old. Over in
Wilmington, at the foot of the Long Man, a monstrous yew dominates the church-
yard. At a reputed age of 1,600 years the tree is 600 years older than the church.
Supported by wooden props and straining against rusting chains, it’s as if a
travelling circus is exhibiting an aging dinosaur. It’s worth a visit to both these old
timers. For me, standing in the shadow of a plant that is 40 times older than you is
humbling and a reminder that for us mere humans, life is brief.




Tasha’s Private Care Services
I have more than 13 years experience

working in the community as a carer.
P E T My duties have included personal care
household shopping, preparing light

Rodent and Insect Control meals and being a companion.
- For more details please feel free to

w'-:mumrm contact me: 07450484387

1 am fully insured and DBS checked
«Rats * Flies
* Mice « Bed Bugs
e ish tall
« Wasps/Bees * Ants
* Fleas « Cockroaches p a r) 1 8 a

O NeA tlandeross

07762 239847 Licensed for Public Entertainment

Competitive rates include use of
Vanessa Akers Kitchen, Stage and Dressing Rooms

vanessapestlady®gmail.com
I fcebook comvpestody €nquirigs 01444 400612

Book a free home visit and call: 01403 801 802
JAMES ek 003

Carpets, Vinyl & Luxury Vinyl Tiles

MOBILE CARPET e
SHOWROOM _LATPets

Browse 100's of flooring options in the Viny] Flooring
comfort ofyour own home

Luxury Vinyl
Tiles

a’ﬂ' sifw
Call us today to book a no obligation i L
FREE HOME MEASURE Sl;,%%lglﬁ RATES

& CONSULTATION OhrizEng

01403 801 802 0zt

James for Carpets Ltd. Unit 8 Jubilee Estate, Foundry Lane, Horsham RH13 gUE Follow us on Instagram...

*Terms & Conditions apply, discount applicable at ime of quote Instagram.com /jamesforcarpets
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For all your fencing needs call Pete

Repairs, new fences, replacement fences.

Locally sourced materials all treated wooden posts with a 15 year
guarantee.
Local contractors for Handcross, Pease Pottage, Warninglid, Slaugham and
the Mid Sussex Area

Telephone: 01444 401043 Mobile: 07973 889110.
Email:pete@fences.ltd.uk Web: www.fences.ltd.uk

Fencing Industry Skills Scheme and Construction Skills Certification Scheme trained.
Fully insured for all works, call for free estimates and advice.

CHRIS MYRAM
TAXI PRIVATE HIRE

AIRPORTS - DOCKS -
HOLIDAYS - LONG AND
SHORT JOURNEYS
RING FOR A FREE QUOTE

LOWER BEEDING
(01403) 891677

7T
LG ROSVENOR

LANDSCAPES | HEAT PUMPS | BUILDINGS
LANDSCAPING
PATIOS : DECKINGS : FENCING : DRIVEWAYS
BUILDING
FOUNDATIONS : DRAINAGE : EXTENSIONS
MARTIN BLAKE 07932 081889 | 01273 833006
www.grosvenor-It.co.uk
martin@grosvenor-It.co.uk
Pook Barn, Sayers Common, W. Sussex, BN6 9HD.

Haywards
eath
Scaffolding

Scaffold Services
Local Company ¢ Fully Insured

Free Quotations

TEL: 01444 420074
MOB: 07941 025252

David Webster

N.D. L/Con. R.H.S. Cert
garden construction & maintenance
paving + walling + fencing
Seasoned logs available.
mobile: - 07890 439292




Handcross Community Pantry

Thank you so much to those who have given generously to the Community Pantry.
Throughout the pandemic, we have been able to get food to the people who need it
most, and the generosity of people in our community has been wonderful.

We are sure that you are aware that the need for organisations like the Handcross
Community Pantry has grown considerably over the past year and, with a large
number of people facing potential unemployment in the months to come, that need is
going to continue to grow.

Our aim is to be committed to being here for the community as long as there is a
need, and so we are asking those who can, to continue to be as generous as possible
for the sake of those who can’t.

You can donate to the Pantry in a number of different ways:

3 Regular donations of food and toiletry items. (See below for details of items
we accept.)
3 Organise a one-off donation with a group of people. Perhaps at work or school

or in your street, you could arrange a larger community donation.

. Give financially. We have a team of people who do shopping for the Pantry
each week. We also aim to provide vouchers for use at the Handcross Butcher
whenever we can, and your financial donations enable us to do this.

All donations can be delivered to Handcross Hardware & Craft or to the Handcross
Community Pre-school. Financial donations can also be made via BACS (sort code
40-24-33, account 81842242, account name Slaugham PCC, reference ‘Pantry’
or ‘CP’).
If you or anyone you know are in need of help, then please don’t hesitate to contact
us on 01444 400221.
Thank you again for your support.
Grace and Peace, Vo
The Handcross Community Pantry Team %
Welcome items: |

[ 4 Handcross

Tea,
Pasta & pasta sauces 7 Community
Rice .

Baked Beans

Custard tinned puddings

(e.g. rice pudding, custard)

Cleaning cloths & Cleaning products
Washing Up Liquid

Long life milk (semi-skimmed)
Tinned meat

Tinned pies

Cereals

Sugar

Toilet Rolls

Serving our local community




Brimstone butterfly - by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust

This lockdown has certainly felt harder because of the winter. Don’t get me wrong,
I’ve enjoyed the bleak beauty of the season: bare trees, frosted landscapes, but now
I need something to get my heart racing. I need a sign — some hope in these
challenging times, a promise of those dynamic spring months ahead, a flash of
colour.

In March my light at the end of the tunnel is an oncoming butterfly.

On sculpted, vibrant yellow wings the brimstone butterfly makes his elegant
entrance into the New Year on those bright March days when you feel the warmth
of the sun on your face. Its distinctive yellow wings have given birth to a legend —
that this ‘butter-coloured fly’ was the inspiration for the word butterfly. This claim
may be a myth and it’s also untrue that these March brimstones are the first signs of
the year’s new life. By the time brimstones appear in March they are already on
their last (six) legs. Fresh brimstone butterflies emerged from their chrysalises in
late summer, so by now they could be seven months old — and in butterfly years
that’s ancient. Admittedly, almost all of that time they’ve been asleep in a hedge,
sheltered from the storms under holly and ivy, yet despite the worst winter weather
they always emerge immaculate in the spring. They must be made of Teflon.
When they awake the (bright yellow) males search for a mate, the (pale yellow)
females lay eggs and then both die. Still, an adult life of over ten months earns
them the title of our longest-lived butterfly. An insect OAP.

The brimstone’s caterpillars feed on the leaves of buckthorn and alder buckthorn,
unobtrusive shrubs which, like the butterfly, are widespread across Sussex. When I
first became the proud owner of a garden it was only a matter of days before I
evicted the gnomes and planted an alder buckthorn. The following spring I was
excited to watch a brimstone laying her tiny skittle shaped eggs and I studied the
caterpillars as they hungrily defoliated my tree, content in the knowledge that I was
doing my bit to raise the following year’s brimstone brigade.

My first brimstone sighting each year doesn’t exactly mean that spring is starting
but it’s certainly a sign that winter is starting to end. After the tough winter that
we’ve all just suffered, that’s good enough for me. Either way, this beautiful yellow
butterfly is a welcome messenger of what’s to come — the first sulphurous spark to
ignite the blaze of spring. Let’s hope that with the spring comes hope for a brighter
year for us all.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring
for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex. Founded in
1961, we have worked with local people for over half a
century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.

We rely on the support of our members to help protect
our rich natural heritage. Please consider supporting
our work. As a member you will be invited to join
Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and
also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses,
Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book,
Discovering Wildlife. It’s easy to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

shutterstock.com - 728882239
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THE ALPHA COURSE

ALPHA is the first letter of the Greek alphabet... and it
is the name given to a course divided into 15 topics
which explores from the beginning, questions such as
“Is there more meaning to life than this? — is there more
to it than just us as physical beings, being born, growing,
living, dying? Is there a God? Who is Jesus? If there is
a God, are there different ways in which to reach Him? @

Who is the Holy Spirit?

“What is prayer, and how do I pray? If there is a God,

does He, can He heal? Why did Jesus die? Can I rely

on the Bible as a reliable way to find Truth? Is there such a thing as objective
Truth?”

The Alpha course uses informal, easy to watch videos, followed by opportunities to
discuss issues raised, and share freely what you believe and feel. The videos explore
the questions through the eyes and experiences of different people, from different
backgrounds, expressing different points of view, in different cultures and in
different parts of the world.

Jesus said: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John
Chapter 10, verse 10, New International Version). Do you long for ‘life to the full’?

Join us from the security and confidentiality of your own home through zoom.
We meet through zoom weekly, on Wednesday evenings, starting at 7.30pm,
from Wednesday 24" February, 2021.

If you are interested, please call or email:

Phil Hawksley, on 07880 844766, or pbhawksley@gmail.com, or:

Rob or Jen Morris, on 07712 658437, or robjenmor(@aol.com.

We will send you the link to enable you to join the zoom meetings.
YOU are very welcome to join us!

Handcross Hardware and Craft-Opening Hours
Tel 01444 400212 ...

We are open from 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
And 8.30am - 3.00pm Saturday.

We are closed on Sundays.
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P& S GALLAGHER

(Patrick, Sandy & Matthew Gallagher)
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Fraser House Weald House
20 Sussex Road 111 Lower Church Road
Haywards Heath Burgess Hill
RH16 4EA RH15 9AA

01444 451166 01444 239869

www.pandsgallagher.co.uk

«119%, Now with new offices ‘Bowley & Gallagher’ in Preston Park, Brighton

,
L Golden Charter

Funeral Plans

<

cesspit emptying
v high pressure jetting
24 hour emergency

SI:). EllTH%lglhED v z(laqrg::s’rer servicing & |

_ other treatment plant
LIQUID WASTE MANAGEMENT services

~

v drain & sewer cleansing

0800 73] 9221 & repair

@PJColeSouthern v installation of
mail@pjcole.com ?EW*SGWC;Q? :
reatment plants
0o@
v new soakaways &

www.pjcole.com drainage pipes
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Batcheller
Monkhouse

Sales and Lettings

-.?%f:-_i?

e ane Poxle . .oun
_~ Haywards-Heath Haywards Heath
~ Sales Lettings

01444 453181 01444 415151
www.batchellermonkhouse.com

HANDCROSS SPORTS
PAVILION FOR HIRE

Parties Meetings
Clubs Exhibitions
For details call:- Maria Hughes
07763 831955

Pavilionbilling@gmail.com
Reasonable Rates

| @67"90066:5‘![

MARTIN A. MAYNARD
MSSCh., MBChA, HCPC Reg.

| SURGERY & VISITING

Tel: 01403 262961
Mob: 07703 467342

A to B TAXI - P/ Pottage
Pease Pottage, Handcross, Staplefield,
Slaugham and surrounding villages.
Your local Taxi Service - Pub, Club,
Doctor, Hospital, Station, Shopping etc.
Set rates all airports. Up to six seater
Dog Friendly

01293 515376

MICHAEL BILLING
FITTED FURNITURE

Wardrobes — Alcove Units
Bookcases — Radiator Covers
Kitchens — Architectural Joinery
Call for a free estimate
01444 461225 /07790 392410
mbilling@btinternet.com
www.mbfittedfurniture.co.uk

Home Hairdressing
& Dog Sitting
All in the comfort of your Home
AMANDA - 01444 891772
Mob: 07973 914866
amandsoper@btinternet.com

CLEAN EDGE DECORATING

---- Interior and Exterior ----

Gary Cooper
40 years experience
clean.edge.decorating@hotmail.com
tel: 01293 539779 mob:07748860800
D.B.S. approved and Fully insured
Free estimates and advice

MARY

Seamstress - Staplefield
Clothing Alterations and Repairs
Pickup/ Drop-off Service Available
Htts://maryalterations.co.uk
mary.alterations 1 8@gmail.com

01444 400041
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Based in Han dcross Professional Home Boarding & Doggy Day Care.

(Fully Licensed & Insured)
Call: 07827 913362
TEI: “15 51 3“216 www.my-2nd-home.co.uk
” CS) Specialist
a3 R Canine Feeds

Winterpick Winterpick Boardlng
Small Animal Hotel Cattery

We will look after your

furry and feathered friends. cat - when you can’t.
A friendly local home.
Winterpick Farm, Church Lane,

Winterpick Farmhouse,
lesl'lﬂl, Horsham. Church Lane, Plummers Plain, RH13 6LU ¥

RH13 6LU Sam Christian Owner/manager
email: schristian689@gmail.co
01403 891930 01403 891930 winterpickcattery.com
SEAFORTH HALL |ALASTAIR MAUGHAN
WARNINGLID
FOR ALL YOUR MEETINGS & FOR QUALITY DECORATING
PARTIES AT LOW RATES Est. over 30 years — Fully insured
FO; bt;?ki?gs contact: @Lindal Lowe |For Appointment and Free Quotation
inda.lowe.1965@gmail.com
01444 461051 / 07815708511 please contact 01444 400760

or 01825 722191 (home)
079 777 88 503 (mobile)

HANDCROSS VILLAGE BUTCHERS

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
High Street, Handcross » 400356
Freezer packs from £8.50 - £19.50 - £34.50 0 x O

English and N.Z. Lamb ~ cut, packed & labefled, P.O.A. I, A e

Half English Pigs — cut, packed and labelled, P.C.A. Building and Glazing Services

14 varieties of home made sausages
SUPPLIERS TO CATERERS, SCHOOLS, HOMES

o o A ' Conservatories Double Glazing
enerous Iiscoun H

Personal Service from highly trained siaff Enensmnﬁ'ree Es “mm:';d“w Repairs

Gammon {smoked or unsmoked) * Venison * Pheasants
Local Rabbits * Fresh Farm Chickens & Turkeys * Barbecus Improving Homes in Sussex & Surrey
service ~ Kebabs * Burgers * Chinese Ribs for over 30 years
Tandoori Chicken Pieces * T-bones to order * Pork tenderioin . :
Succutent home-caoked Ham * Game in season T:01444 401589 M: 07768 241188
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> Fountain THERAPIES

Holistic and Wellness Centre in Handcross

Acupuncture - Counselling - Ear Wax Removal - Foot Clinic
Homeopathy - Kinesiology - Massage - Nutrition - Osteopathy
Phlebotomy - Physiospect Diagnostics — Reflexology
Hearing Centre offering Hearing Tests, Assessments,
Microsuction, Accessories and Hearing Aids.

LAPPROVED
Open evenings and Saturdays. Call us: 01444 401271

Visit: www.fountaintherapies.co.uk
Email: info@fountaintherapies.co.uk
PAULR LEARE BOd\/ Skulptisa
- new concept to the UK ideal for fd .
carpenter / JOiner b d k I body shaping, inch loss,
G Over 35 \ea‘rs. experlellce locall} - O y S u pt cellulite reduction & lymphati‘c - V. .._' a
providing a professional, courteous service d drainage using a safe and !
in the "RH" postcode area ]\’//; effective method.
Property maintenance | =
Door fitting/alterations "\ Hth bk i
Stair alterations, skirting & flooring ‘ eDetox eTone
Please call to discuss any other requirements e Slim QShape
Tcl 012()3 5384()3 I\[Ob: 0771 4545711 Contact us for more details and a free taster session starting Fen_ruary 2019
e-mail: paulthecarpenterl@outlook.com Tel: 07979596644/01444 6:2“47 Info®bodyskulpt.co.uk 3‘

DAVID BUSHBY Ltd Electrical C;)ntractor

FROM A FULL HOUSE REWIRE TO SINGLE SOCKETS AND LIGHTING POINTS.
* Free advice and estimates.
* 40 Years Commercial and Domestic experience (Trading 30 years)
* Part P Registered work certified to 17th edition.
* NICEIC Approved Contractor No 23016.

= All Work Guaranteed. Phone: 01444 461234 mobile: 07704 852877
Email: dbushbyltd@hotmail.co.uk
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March garden notes

February heralded a mini ‘beast from the east” with sub-zero temperatures, chilly
winds and some snow.

It’s amazing how some plants look terrible when frozen but they recover incredibly
well. Some evergreens lose a limb here and there with snow load, so check for
damage and prune off as appropriate. Some salvias and penstemons may be knocked
back to the base but the insulating affect of the snow usually protects the basal
shoots. March often brings warm sunny days in between cooler spells (remember the
start of the first lockdown !?) so make the most of drier ground conditions to
prepare vegetable plots, flower borders and rake worm casts which is much easier
when dry. Sowing of some of the hardier annuals can be done this month under glass
or cloches e.g. sweet peas, antirrhinums, alyssum, marigolds, larkspur, clarkia and
lobelia. Also start sowing tomatoes, peppers and aubergines for greenhouse
production. When pricking out remember to hold by a leaf not the stem as there's
only one stem but a leaf is replaceable. Also don’t leave it until the seedlings are too
congested with roots entwined which leads to damage when trying to untangle. Sow
more thinly next time if you have a ‘forest’. Sow lettuce, leeks, broad beans,
sprouts, cabbage, broccoli, kale (give protection against pigeons and other birds)
and, when you've prepared and raked the plot ready, peas, carrots, parsnips, beetroot,
kohlrabi, rocket, spinach and corn salad can be sown directly along with yellow
onion sets, but leave the red varieties till April to reduce bolting. It's too early for
courgettes and the other members of the tender squash family, likewise French and
runner beans and sweetcorn which you can leave until May.

Over-wintered fuchsias, osteospermums, chrysanthemums and pelargoniums can

be propagated by cuttings with the help of bottom heat in March.

Finish pruning apple and pear trees by the first week of March as the blossom starts
to appear soon after but it's the right time for pruning hybrid tea roses - cut each stem
to 6 inches from it's base, floribunda roses - cut down to 12-15 inches and thin out
congested or crossing stems. Also buddlieas, cutting them back hard, leaving just
1-2 inches of last year's growth and removing any old woody stems. Other pruning
includes viburnums, choisyas, mahonias, winter jasmine, and other early spring
flowering shrubs.

Lift and divide any congested clumps of herbaceous plants and throw out the old
middle section and replant the newer outer parts before their growth really gets
under way. Pot on houseplants where roots are coming through the base of the pot.
Plant into the next size up, not several sizes bigger as roots sitting next to a large
volume of wet compost don't always appreciate it. Houseplants always benefit from
being turned round regularly from their fixed position so as to balance up the light
each side receives.

If we have a prolonged mild, dry spell, pull out the mower and cut the grass on a
high setting.

Enjoy the beautiful spring bulbs and
blossoms as they burst forth.
Lindsay Shurvell

Fev)



Coronavirus ....

We are well on our way to spring now and it seems incredible that this time last
year we were in the same situation - little did we realise that a year later we would
still be fighting this awful virus. However, fortunately, thanks to the fantastic work
and expertise of scientists and virologists the world over, the end is in sight.

Now that we have all got used to this ‘new’ way of living I’m sure that some of
the adaptations that have been put in place will remain. Certain aspects of business
for example, working from home etc., doctor’s consultations on the telephone, all
seem to have worked well and efficiently, and especially on-line shopping. Many
favourable comments about less traffic on the roads have been heard. Sadly
though, very many businesses have been affected and found it particularly hard,
and of course have had to be wound up.

We are not ‘out of the woods’ yet though, as we are being advised constantly. So of
course for the time being we still have to adhere to the government’s ‘road map’ as
they call it, which now means that certain aspects of the lock-down have been
released - schools re-opening for example - our youngsters will surely be
relieved (not to mention the parents), when they are able to attend their lessons
etc., in person instead of in front of a computer screen.

Home schooling has been a challenge for so many parents, not least because maybe
the teaching technique is very different from the way the parents themselves were
taught.

Come June, by the time the next magazine is due, maybe......just maybe.....we will
be out of lock-down and slowly getting back to ‘normal’, so let’s pray that this
summer will be like old times.

The words of a song by Vera Lynn comes to mind “We’ll meet again!”

Ed.
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All articles for the May /June 2021 Magazine
should reach us by Monday 26th April AT THE VERY LATEST.
Addresses and e.mails on inside of front cover.
T hankyolt7t. Editor.



PARISH DIRECTORY HANDCROSS

Surgery H.Cross Ouse Valley Practice
Balcombe Gilletts
Help At Hand If In Need ....Dudley House

If offering Help .... lan Ratcliffe

Community Bus For Booking ....Dudley House
Handx Hardware & Craft e.mail:christinajoyh@outlook.com (Personal)

HandX C.P.School Sharon Bondonno Head Teacher
e.mail: head@handcross.w-sussex.sch.uk

Royal British Legion John Stephens (Branch Rep.)
25 Truggers Handcross
E.mail:stephens915@yahoo.co.uk

Outing Club Mrs Sheila Lyon
35 Kilnmead Northgate,Crawley.

Rosemary Club Mrs Helen Arnold (Chair) Albertine
Horsham Road Handcross

Parish Hall Gail Boustead (Secretary)
Mrs Marion Burchett (Booking)

Handcross Ladies Assoc. Mrs Janet Masters
e.mail:handxladies@gmail.com.

Sports & Social Club Mrs S Savage (Sec)
e.mail: hssc@hotmail.com

Handx Allotments Sally McLean
Bowls Club Mr.L Jones

4 Ash Road,Three Bridges, Crawley
Les Bonnes Boules Jane Sibbring
De Handcross e.mail:handcross-petanque@sibbring.com
Handx Tigers Junior Hilary Kidd 5 High Beeches Cottage
Rifle Club Mr J.C. Holdsworth (Sec)

4 Bramber Close Horsham

Community Choir Mr.Graham Reid
e.mail:gandc.reid@gmail.com

405750
405750

400212
400763
400212

400291

400584

01293402867

07540 816170

07887 535638

400612

400328

01403 733881

01293 408829

01825 723640

400084

01403 263879

400467


mailto:handxladies@gmail.com

PARISH DIRECTORY PEASE POTTAGE

G.A.P.P. Co-ordinator Lorette Holborn 07771193284
Secretary Carol Whiteford 01293 553447
PP.RA. e.mail: peasepotresidentsassoc@gmail.com

P.P.Comunity Centre Wendy Walsh 07766090167
& Handx Sports Pavilion bookings.peasepottagecc@gmail.com

PARISH DIRECTORY WARNINGLID

Neighbourhood Watch Karl Peet
Karl.peet@indymail.me.uk

Residents Society (Chair) Mr.Richard Barham 461051
richard.barham.1965@gmail.com 07847 536399

Residents Society Louise Brown 07801 568070
e.maillouise190e@gmail.com

Primary School Mrs Marion West. (Head) 461329
e.mail: officeadmin@warninglidprimary.co.uk

Seaforth Hall,W.Lid Linda Lowe 461051
linda.lowe.1965@gmail.com 07815 708511

Allotments Louise Brown 07801 568070

e.mail:louise190e@gmail.com
Cricket Club (Secretary) Rob Green, robgreentob@gmail.com

PARISH DIRECTORY SLAUGHAM

Slaugham Society Linda Helliwell 4000092

(Hon.Sec.) e.mail:linda.helliwell@icloud.com

Twinning Assoc. [contact] Lesley Read 400301
E.mail: lesleyread52@gmail.com

Angling Club Mr E Prescott 07825 575343

Chairman-Sec-Treasurer e.mail: slaughamac@gmail.com

SLAUGHAM PARISH COUNCIL - Handcross & Pease Pottage, Warninglid & Slaugham

*Eric Prescott - Planning Chairman - 07825 575343

Lesley Read - 01444 400301

Andrew MacNaughton - 01293 522817

Bob St.George - 01444 401380
*Michael Earle - 01444 401086 - Vice Chair
*Julia Elliott - 01444 401749 - Chair
*Pete Clark - 01444 401043 - Recreation & Neighbourhood Planning Chair
Lorette - Holborn 07771 193284

Nick Dale - 07917 880537

Colin Smith - 01444 400481

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
Sally McLean 2 Coltstaple Cottages, Coltstaple Lane Horsham RH13 9BB 01403 733881
clerk@slaugham pc.co.uk

Parish Council Website: www.slaughampc.org.uk
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